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reached bis hand over his shoulder, took her fingers in
his and was soon deep in his conversation once more.

The " quiet evening " was dismembered by tele-
phone calls, and developed into a long political
discussion with Wolfgang; or if an old friend came in
later, the conversation ranged over the events of the
day, the outlook in foreign politics, industrial condi-
tions, recent happenings in the party, the increasing
prevalence of jazz music, the leading article in the
Voss, the possibilities of reform in the constitution of
the Empire, and everything else in which Stresemann
took an eager interest, until far into the night.

The pause in home politics did not last for long.
Stresemann was startled out of his busy leisure by the
Christmas Government crisis which now seemed to be
becoming a regular parliamentary occurrence.

The diplomatic successes at Geneva and Thoiry, the
hopes that were stimulated by Stresemann's optimism,
had re-awakened the Nationalists5 aspirations to office.
On this occasion, in his conduct of the negotiations,
Stresemann was guided by his aims in domestic policy
rather than by any consideration of foreign politics.
His scheme was to break off the left wing of the
Hugenberg majority and separate the more moderate
from the irresponsible elements. In this way he hoped,
by inducing the more amenable to co-operate with him,
to make use of the then existing favourable oppor-
tunity for a re-grouping of parties.

" Government is the best training for an Opposi-
tion. Even the loudest of them will find out that water
is the only thing to cook with, and that there is only
one way to foreign policy and not two. The really
desperate ones will then join up with the Radicals of